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What we have at the National Archives

Records of the Federal Government

Census records 1790-1940

Immigration records

Military records



What we do not have at the National Archives

vital statistics
birth
death
marriage
divorce

prepared or published family histories

NEWSpPapers



How to get started

Start with yourself and your family
names
dates
places of residence
what was the person’s relationship to the federal government?
did they serve in the military?
did they work for a federal agency?

Talk to your family

Organize all your information

The more you know, the more you can find!



Census Records

1790-1930
Every 10 years
Closed for 72 years after they are taken
Arrangement
Year
State
County

Start with the most recent census and work
backwards



Census Records

1790-1840
Lists the head of the household
Gives statistics on the household members
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1840 Census
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1840 Census
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Census Records

1850-1870
List all members of the household

Does not give relationship to head of household

1850 & 1860

Separate Free and Slave Schedules
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Census Records

1880-1940
Relationships to the head of household
1900-1930 Citizenship Information
year of immigration
naturalization status (Naturalized — Na; Filed first papers —
Pa; Alien — Al)
1920 — year of naturalization

Arrangement by Enumeration Districts

Soundexing begins
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1890 Veteran's Census .~

Special Schedule.—Surviving Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines, and Widows, etc.
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1940 Census

Release date: April 2, 2012
Digital (no microfilm)
nttp://1940census.archives.gov/

General information
How to start your 1940 search

— Finding aids

Videos
Articles and data


http://1940census.archives.gov/
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Census Records - Nonpopulation

Social statistics, 1850-1870

Defective, dependent, and delinquent, 1880
Mortality, 1850-1880

Agricultural, 1850-1880

Manufacturers 1820 and 1880; Industrial 1850-
1870



Social Statistics
1850 - 1870

Social Statistics give information about a county
or a city, township, or minor civil division within
a county

Social Statistic do not name individuals or
families



Social Statistics
1850 — 1870 cont.

Annual taxes and valuation of real estate
Colleges, academies, and schools
Libraries

Newspapers and periodicals

Religions

Pauperism

Crime

Wages



1870 Social Statistics
Winchester, VA
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Mortality
1850-1880

Name

Age

Sex

Color

1850 and 1860: Free or slave
Marital status

Place of birth

Occupation, profession, or trade



Mortality 1860
Sallie Cater

w40

= Female

= Black

= Slave

= Married

= House servant

= Drowned by accident




Agricultural
1850-1880

Name of farmer
Ownership of farm
Acreage of farmland
Usage of farmland

Value and quantity of produce, livestock and
machinery



Agricultural 1860
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Census Records — Related Records

Descriptions of Enumeration Districts (EDs)
Enumeration District Maps

1885 Territorial Censuses

1935 Puerto Rico Census



Census Records - Avalilability

Microfilm
National Archives Building & regional facilities
Family History Centers www.familysearch.org
Online
WWW.ancestry.com

www.heritagequestonline.com
www.footnote.com (partial)

Mail Order:

WwWWw.archives.gov
for a fee



http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/
http://www.footnote.com/

Immigration Records

U.S. Customs Service

1820-1890
Philadelphia starts in 1800

Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS)
1891-1957



Immigration Records — Major Ports

Philadelphia 1800 — 1952

New York 1820 — 1957
Baltimore 1820 — 1957
Boston 1820 — 1943

New Orleans 1820 — 1952
San Francisco 1882 — 1957

Border Crossings
St. Albans 1895 — 1954
Mexican ca. 1903 — ca. 1955



Immigration Records —
What Can | Find?

All Records
Name of the Vessel
Name of the Ship’s Master
Ports of Arrival and Embarkation
Date of Departure
Date of Arrival



Immigration Records —
What Can | Find?

Early Records
Name of individual
Age
Occupation
Country of origin
Destination
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Brig Nautilus arriving
New Orleans
November 1846
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' DISTRICT OF BALTIMORE—PORT OF BALTIMORE.

/ ,‘/ . - Vs .
I’ (J%/ j f r"é/é" Master of the British Steam-ship W @leeteare do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear

that the following List or !nnifeo;.. subscrib®d by me, and noy delivered by me the Collector of the Customs of the Collection District of New York, is a full and perfect List
of all the I’wellsﬁf‘ taken on board of the said vessel at W/oﬁﬁgwd /kﬂ ﬂ, from which Port
said vessel has now arrived ; and that on said List is truly designaded the age, the sex, and the ‘ation of each of said fassengers, the part of the vessel occupied by each during

the passage, the country to which each belongs, and also the country of which it is intended by cach to become an iubabitant ; and that said List or Manifest truly sets forth the
b ' So help me, God.
i Sworn to this 18-, /‘3 56./ é

. {/ ¢ é}é- ((,/ 4

before me

pumber of said Passengers who have died on said voyage, and the names and ages of those who died.
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S.S. Nova Scotian arriving Baltimore August 1886



migration Records —
nat Can | Find?

_ater Records

Name of individual

Names of traveling companions (if any)

Age and personal description

Occupation

Last residence

Name and address of relatives they are going to join
Whether they can read or write

Whether they are a polygamist or an anarchist
Amount of money they are carrying
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S.S. Majestic

arriving New York

March 27, 1923

e e Of continantal United Bates, of & port of Another Lasuler posssesion. ""‘&f' -------------- -
LIST OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS
R (POR THE INMIGRATION AUTHORITIES) b ¢
AT sailing from .. someamerron .., Bes WA, ]9.33, Arriving af porf of . XYM WARGK 2
NAME IN FULL. sae. | li 1P NATIVE OF UNITED STATES INSULAR FORSESAION OR  1¥ NATURALIZED, GIVE XAME AXD LOCATION OF COURT
e ~ IF NATIVE OF UNITED ATATES, GIVE DATE AND WHICH ISSUED NATURALIZATION PAPERS, ADDRESS [X UNITRD STATES
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“Court o7

Sty 0 U =7
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IMPORTANT NOTICE.—I. Qreat care should be taken
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such manifest opposite the names of those who claim
3. Fallure to observe the terms of this notice may result in delay to passengers at the port of arrival.
4. List on this form only United States citizens or citizens of an insular possession of the United States.

S
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STATES IMMIGRATION

Shlu, or a port of another insular possession, in whatsoever class thy
.~ STEERAGE PASSENGERS ONLY

Arrwlng at Port of ...

a Whether ever before inthe
= UmtedSm es; and if so,

n and where?
Whether going
;- . 1f yes— ™
5 —
= Yeror
? nml‘.ll Whese?
B

L .+ workaway tzOyes 1921 13/3 Friend:i
Sziloris
2
do. $20yes 554 Toxks v.u. C.A
—y Atlantio Cy.
do. w6 yes 1921-1923 Boarding
4 e Plzce, At
doe. do. _w,es 1].9 -19~5 Boarding
$ do 4 Rt 2:“-“3‘(
O.yes 191 Ge M
= ¥ ocki Yogg
6
do, do.yes 192}-1923
7 3 New=York
de. do. yaa 1920--u
8
do. do.yes 1920-"*3 Boardine
9 Weshington Ne¥-¥or)
do. Ga. yss 1913-1923 7207K.)
ton I‘,
ork
& do. 4o’ yes 16151585 lome: 1
h t,

n do.  doTyes 16T8YoBY wirerw
Vo Hasorcol
oW

o) do. ,«a«m 191@-:0:5 Boarding:
- Nevw=-York|

13 or. ) :
do. /do yes 1914 1923 ) S8

u do none yes °I9¥8 ¥923 Parents
" . 8 Hobokerr
B do 50.-yes" 19580023 soarding
» Passaic’ lay. T ookl ¥
do more yes 1922-1923 Friend
.1 % s tonstreq
do none yes %59’ Bro ?er

18 ]

i do dodyes -853 Boarding
- 5 Hobuiéin 529, Hobd
| do do yes 1923 Boarding

Jacob Burger

* 25 years old
 married
e occupation: butcher
» can read and write
* born in Rotterdam
« last permanent residence: Hasbrook Heights, New Jersey
« father: J. Burger; Hillenstraat 14, Rotterdam
» final destination: Hasbrook Heights, NJ
* passage paid by “workaway”
« carrying $25.00
« wife: Mrs. Burger, Boulevard 252, Hasbrook Heights
» personal description:
5’57
*blue eyes

» not a polygamist or an anarchist

S.S. Rotterdam arriving New York, August 17, 1921




S.S. Nieuw
Amsterdam arriving
New York June 11,
1953
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Border Crossings — St. Albans
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S.S. Canada arriving Montreal June 5, 1909




Border Crossings — St. Albans

Card Manifest for Louis Klein, crossing into the U.S. from Canada at
Niagara Falls July 19, 1907



Border Crossings — Mexican

Form 514 No.
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‘Daniel Bratton

age 24
Electrician
Carrying $15.00
Lived in San Antonio, TX 1914 — 1919
Returning to U.S. residence
final destination: Eagle Pass, TX
employed at the state theatre
Personal Description:

e 5°0”

« Dark complexion

» Brown eyes




Immigration Records — Availability

Microfilm
National Archives Building & regional facilities
Family History Centers www.familysearch.org
Online
WWW.ancestry.com
www.ellisisland.org
www.castlegarden.org
Mail Order:
www.archives.gov
for a fee



http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.castlegarden.org/

Immigration Records — Related Records

Naturalization records
Passport Applications

Seamen’s Protection Certificates
Visa Applications, 1914-1940



Military Records, ca. 1775 — pre-WWiI
Service

Compiled Military Service Records (CMSRs)
Volunteer Service

Registers of Enlistment
U.S. Army

Rendezvous Reports
U.S. Navy

Pensions



Compiled Military Service Records

Document volunteer service

Created in the 1890s to help the War Department
verify service for pension claims

Compiled from various sources such as muster and
pay rolls, returns, hospital records and prison
records

Arranged by
War

State
Military unit
Surname (alphabetical)



Compiled Military Service Records

Revolutionary War
War of 1812

Mexican War

Civil War

Indian Wars
Spanish-American War

Philippine Insurrection



Compiled Military Service Records —
What can | find?

Full name of individual
Date(s) of enlistment
Period(s) of service
Residence

Personal description
POW records



Name: William Graham

Unit: 1 Massachusetts Regiment

War: Revolutionary War

Rank: Corporal

Revolutionary War Compiled Military Service
Record (CMSR) of William Graham
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William Graham

William Graham (Grayham)

served in Captain Abraham Hunt’s Co., in Col. Joseph
Vose’s Regiment

regiment also known as 15t Massachusetts Battalion of
Forces

rank:
January 1778 — Corporal
May 1779 — Private

enlisted January 26, 1776 for three years
paid 7 1/3 dollars in January 1778 for 1 month service
paid 6 2/3 dollars in July 1779 for 1 month service



Registers of Enlistment

1789 — 1914

Available on microfilm (M233)

Arranged by time period and then by first letter of
surname



Registers of Enlistment —
What can | find?

Name of soldier

Rank

Physical description
Occupation

Date and place of birth
Enlistment information
Discharge information
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Rendezvous Reports

weekly reports from the recruiting officers
Indexes:
« T1098 for before and after Civil War (1846-
1861, 1865-1884)
« T1099 for Civil War (1861-1865)

M1953, Weekly Returns of Enlistments at Naval

Rendezvous (“Enlistment Rendezvous ™), January
6, 1855-August 8, 1891



Rendezvous Reports —
What can | find?

Name of sailor

Date and term of enlistment
Rating

Previous naval service
Usual place of residence
Place of birth

Occupation

Personal Description
Permanent marks or scars




Rendezvous Reports
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Pensions

based on service in the U.S. military between 1775
and 1916

Note: Confederate pension are held at the state level

different types of pensions:
disability pensions
service pensions
widow’s pensions

many different pension acts

If rejected under one act, could reapply under a later
act



Pensions — What can | find?

Full name of individual

Date(s) of enlistment

Period(s) of service

Units individual served with

Residence

Medical history

Death dates

Information about Widow and/or Children



Revolutionary War Pension of William G




William Graham’s Pension Certificate Mary Graham’s Pension Certificate
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1838 statement of Mary Graham’s death
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Military Records — Availability

Original and/or Microfilm

National Archives Building in Washington, DC

Some records are available on microfilm in other locations
Online

www.footnote.com

www.heritagequestonline.com
Mail Order

www.archives.gov

for a fee



http://www.footnote.com/
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/

Military Records — Some Related
Records

Marine Corps Records
Carded medical records
Records of prisoners
Records of Officers
Post Returns

Bounty Land Files
Headstone Applications
Draft Records




Other Federal Records of Interest

LLand Records

Records relating to Native Americans
Dawes Commission Records
Indian Census Rolls

Records relating to African Americans
Freedmen’s Bureau

Freedman’s Savings and Trust



Questions?



